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This past Friday, we celebrated Veterans Day.  Each year on November 11, the 

anniversary of Armistice Day, almost 100 years ago when the first World War ended, we take 

time to honor our nation’s veterans.  Why do we do that?  A large part of why our veterans are 

worthy of honor is the cause that they stand for.  Our military members take a courageous stance 

for liberty and freedom out of love for their country.  Those are causes which we hold very 

highly and very dear as Americans and so we honor the men and women who defend them.   

We also honor our veterans because of the costs they are willing to pay in order to defend 

our liberties and freedoms.  They have given up for periods of time the comfort of their homes, 

leaving family and friends behind to join a cause that is bigger than themselves.  For many that 

may also mean leaving their careers or education.  And all of that may seem a small cost 

compared to the losses incurred on the battle field.  Some of our veterans have returned from 

defending our country physically or emotionally scarred.  Many have lost arms or legs or even 

given their lives in defense of our nation and the ideals that it stands for and more are continually 

haunted by the images of war they have encountered.  So, it seems like the least we can do to set 

aside one day a year to honor them and to give thanks for their service. 

In the lesson that will serve as the basis for our meditation this morning, Jesus honors a 

veteran.  But not for any of the reasons that I just mentioned.  So, listen now, as I read our text 

from Matthew 8, to see if you can hear why Jesus honored this veteran. 

Matthew 8:5-13 When Jesus had entered Capernaum, a centurion came to him, 

asking for help.  6 “Lord,” he said, “my servant lies at home paralyzed, suffering terribly.” 
7 Jesus said to him, “Shall I come and heal him?” 
8 The centurion replied, “Lord, I do not deserve to have you come under my roof.  

But just say the word, and my servant will be healed.  9 For I myself am a man under 

authority, with soldiers under me.  I tell this one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; and that one, ‘Come,’ 

and he comes.  I say to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.” 
10 When Jesus heard this, he was amazed and said to those following him, “Truly I 

tell you, I have not found anyone in Israel with such great faith.  11 I say to you that many 

will come from the east and the west, and will take their places at the feast with Abraham, 

Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven.  12 But the subjects of the kingdom will be 

thrown outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 
13 Then Jesus said to the centurion, “Go!  Let it be done just as you believed it 

would.”  And his servant was healed at that moment. 

So, why did Jesus honor this Roman centurion?  It wasn’t for his costly service for 

country, or for the causes that he stood behind, it was for his faith.  This soldier, who wasn’t 

even a member of the nation of Israel, believed with all his heart that Jesus was the almighty and 

all-powerful Son of God.  He recognized that Jesus had authority over the powers of this world 

such as sickness and disease.  And he humbly acknowledged that as a sinful human being he was 

not worthy of having Jesus come into his home.  In fact, the parallel account of this miracle in 

the Gospel of Luke tells us that the centurion didn’t even come to Jesus in person but asked some 
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of the Jewish elders to bring his request to Jesus because he didn’t even feel worthy to come into 

Jesus’ presence. 

That outstanding humility, penetrating insight, and unlimited trust in Jesus’ capacity to 

heal his servant by just saying the words is an incredible example of faith.  He honored Jesus—

honored God—with his faith, and so Jesus honored him.  Truly I tell you, I have not found 

anyone in Israel with such great faith.  That’s a pretty amazing accolade, isn’t it?  And maybe, 

if you’re like me, you wonder if Jesus would say the same about you.  What would Jesus have to 

say about our faith?  Now maybe it’s my pride that makes me initially ask that question, thinking 

that, yeah, I might rank pretty high as far as faith goes. 

But the more I contemplate it, the more we ponder it, I think we have to admit our faith is 

not always that great.  We aren’t as faithful in prayer or in study of God’s Word as we ought to 

be, and as a consequence we often suffer from fear and doubt, and we spend an immeasurable 

amount of time getting worked up and worrying ourselves sick over the silliest, most 

inconsequential little things.  So let us take an example from this veteran in our lesson and trust 

in our Savior Jesus with an unwavering faith.  Trusting in His limitless authority and power let us 

come to Him and confidently pray, “Jesus, just say the word, and Your will will be done.” 

In our catechism class right now, we’re working our way through the Apostles’ Creed.  In 

the First Article, which we looked at over the last couple of weeks, we focus on God the Father 

and the act of Creation.  When we confess as a Christian church, “I believe in God the Father, 

maker of heaven and earth” we’re confessing that we believe God is our creator, that He gave us 

our bodies and souls, our eyes, ears, and all our members, our minds and all our abilities.  And as 

we confess that God is our Creator we confess that we believe that He will continue to preserve 

us by graciously providing everything we need for our daily lives. 

We believe and confess that because that is what God has told us and promised us in His 

Word.  And we humbly understand that He does all of that not because we have earned or 

deserved it, but only because he is our good and merciful Father in heaven.  This faith that we 

confess is the same faith that the centurion confessed when He came to Jesus and said, “Just say 

the word, and my servant will be healed.”  With that same confidence, you and I can come to 

God asking Him to provide for and preserve us knowing that He has promised to just that in His 

Word. 

But God does much more for us than merely providing for our daily life.  Jesus’ words to 

the centurion remind us of that: I say to you that many will come from the east and the west, 

and will take their places at the feast with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of 

heaven.  Today is Saints Triumphant Sunday.  It’s a day when we celebrate as the Christian 

Church that the relationship we have with our Creator God—this loving relationship where He 

cares for and provides for us—is one that is not limited to our time here on this earth.  The 

relationship that we have with our merciful God is one that will continue into eternity, as we take 

our places at the feast with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob at the wedding supper of the Lamb in the 

kingdom of heaven. 

We are triumphant saints, triumphant because God is not only our Creator but our 

Redeemer.  Yesterday, in catechism class we started on the Second Article of the Creed: I 

believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 

the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried, and who, on 

the third day, rose again from the dead.  As we confess those words we are confessing that God 

is our Redeemer—that Jesus Christ, true God and true man, has redeemed me, a lost and 

condemned creature, that He has purchased and won me from the depravity of my sins, from the 
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threatening and impending punishment of death, and from the power of the devil not with gold or 

silver or any kind of earthly treasure but with His own holy, precious blood and with His 

innocent suffering and death.  And He did that so that I might be His own and live with Him in 

His heavenly kingdom, serving Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness. 

It may be a coincidence that our nation’s celebration of Veterans Day and the Church’s 

celebration of Saints Triumphant Sunday fall so close to the same day, but it’s fitting.  Because 

as we honor the service of the men and women of our nation’s military, and thank God for the 

sacrifices they have made for our temporal liberties and freedom, even sometimes at great costs 

to themselves, we also remember the One who has made the greatest sacrifice of all, our Savior 

Jesus who fought and gave His life to bring us eternal freedom. 

So let us live not just one day but our entire lives in thanks to Him, honoring Him with 

lives of humble service.  Let us do whatever is necessary to ensure that the freedom and liberty 

which He has won for us not just from physical hardships and diseases but from sin and death 

and Satan’s power are proclaimed from east to west.  And let us hold fast to the hope that those 

who honor Him—who by His grace confess and live lives demonstrating faith in His saving 

work—will be honored in turn by Him as He welcomes us into the eternal blessings of His new 

heavens and new earth.  Let us rejoice, that the blessed relationship we have with our loving God 

is one that lasts into eternity. 

Amen. 

 


